Introduction
Based on numerous investigations by the micropaleontological working group on the Mediterranean Neogene and paleontologists participating in the Deep Sea Drilling Project, the correlations between planktonic foraminiferal zones (BLOW 1969 , BERGGREN et al. 1984 and nannoplankton zones (MARTINI 1971 , OKADA & BUKRY 1980 are rather well established for the Tertiary and Quaternary (Tables 1, 2) .
Unfortunately correlation schemes as published by BERGGREN et al. (1983) and BERGGREN et al. (1984) may rise some confusion (Table 3) . Great progress was achieved during the last years concerning the correlation of biozones and paleomagnetic anomalies (RYAN et al. 1974 , BERGGREN et al. 1983 , 1984 . The callibration to absolute ages, however, is still under discussion, and it is necessary to gather as many data as possible. The quality of these data
